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To Mr. JT O W NK, 


¥ 


— om "Anasides, ex oe "Ayaiol. 
Hom. 


pS 2S no one has a greater refpect for the fair 
“ fex than myfelf, I was highly pleafed with 

» a letter inferted fome time ago in your pa- 
i=2 per, ridiculing the deteftable ufe of paint 

" among the Jadies. This practice is indeed 
too general; and for my part, when I meet with a bloom- is 
ing frefh-coloured face in town, I no more take it for the 
real face belonging to the lady, than I imagine Queen 
Anne’s portrait delineated on a fign-poft to be Her Ma- 
jedy’s flefh and blood. 





P Burt 
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BuT this fafhion is not confined to the ladies, I am 
afhamed to tell you that we are indebted to Spani/h Wool 


for many of our mafculine ruddy complexions. A pretty 
fellow lackers his pale face with as many varnifhes 
as a fine lady; and it is well known that late hours 
at the card-table, amufements at Haddock’s, immoderate 
draughts of Champagne, and fleeping all night upon a 
bulk, will ftrip the moft healthy complexion of its rofes, 
- Therefore to repair the lofs, they are obliged to fubftitute 
the unwholefome difguife of art, for the native hue of a 


vigorous conftitution. 


I mustT leave it to you, Mr. Town, or your inge- 
nious correfpondent to enlarge upon this fubject; and 
will only juft appeal to the ladies, whether a fmooth 
fair face is a proper recommendation of a man to their 
favour, and whether they do not look on thofe of the 
other fex as a contemptible fort of rivals, who afpire 
to be thought charming ‘and pretty? As many females 
are alfo confcious that they themfelves endeavour to 
conceal by art the defects of nature, they are apt to 
fufpect thofe of our fex, who are fo very follicitous to 
fet off their perfons: and indeed I fear it will be found 


upon examination that our pretty fellows, who lay on 


Carmine, are painting a rotten poft. 
I am, Sir, 
Your humble Servant, 
W. Manty. 


Many of my readers will, I dare fay, be hard- 
ly perfuaded that this cuftom could have ever pre- 


vailed as a branch of male foppery; but it is too 
notorious 
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notorious that our fine gentlemen, in many other inftances 
befides the article of paint, affect the foftnefs and deli- 
cacy of the fair fex, The male beauty has his washes, 
perfumes, and cofmetics; and takes as much pains to 
fet a glofs on his complexion, as the footman in japan- 
ning his fhoes. He has his dreffing-room and (which 
is ftill more ridiculous) his Toilette too; at which he 
fits as many hours repairing his battered countenance, 
as a decayed toaft drefling for a birth-night. I had once 
an opportunity of taking a furvey of one of thefe Male- 
Toilettes; and as fuch a curiofity may perhaps prove 
entertaining to many of my readers, I fhall here give a 
defcription of it. 


Havine occafion one morning to wait on a very 
pretty fellow, I was defired by the Valet de Cham- 
ére to walk into the drefling room, till his mafter was 
ftirring. I was accordingly fhewn into a neat little cham- 
ber, hung round with India paper, and adorned with 
feveral little images of pagods and bramins, and veffels 
of Chelfez China, in which were {et various-coloured {prigs 
of artificial flowers, But the Toilette moft excited my 
admiration; where I found every thing was. intended to 
be agreeable to the Chinefe tafte. A looking-glafs en 
clofed in a whimfical frame of Chznefe paling, ftood upon 
a Yapan table, over which was fpread a coverlid of the 
fineft chints. I could not but obferve a number of boxes 
of different fizes, which were all of them ‘fapan, and 
were regularly difpofed on the table. I had the curiofity 
to examine the contents of feveral, and in one I found 
lip-falve; in another a roll of pigtail; and in another the 
ladies black fticking plaifter: but the laft which I opened 
very 
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very much furprifed me, as I found nothing in it but 
a number of little pills. I likewife remarked in one part 
of the table a tooth-brufh and fpunge with a pot of Delafcot’s 
opiate, and on the other fide water for the eyes: in the mid- 
dle ftood a bottle of Eau de Luce, and a roll of perfumed 
pomatum : almond paftes, powder-puffs, hair combs, brufhes, 
nippers, and the like, made up the reft of this fantaftic equi- 
page: but among many other wimfies, I could not conceive 
for what ufe a very fmall ivory comb could be defigned, till 
the valet informed me, that it was a comb for the eye-brows. 


Ir muft be confeffed, that there are fome men of fuch 
a delicate make and filky conftitution, that it is no wonder 
if ‘gentlemen of {uch a lady-like generation have a natu- 
ral tendency to the refinements and foftneffes of fe- 
males. Thefe tender dear creatures are generally bred 
up immediately under the wing of their mamas, and 
fcarce fed with any thing lefs innocent than her milk. 
They are never permitted to ftudy, leaft it fhould hurt 
their eyes, and make their heads ache; nor fuffered to 
ufe any exercifes, like other boys, leaft a fine hand fhould 
be fpoiled by being ufed too roughly. While other lads 
are flogged into the five declenfions, and at length lafhed 
through a whole fchool, thefe pretty mafters are kept 
at home to improve in whip-fillabubs, paftry, and face- 
painting. In confequence of which, when other young 
fellows begin to appear like men, thefe dainty creatures 
come into the world, with all the accomplifhments of a 
lady’s woman. 


Bur if thefe common foibles of the female world 


are ridiculous even in thefe equivocal half-men, thefe neuter 


fomethings 
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fomethings between male and female, ,how;awkardly; mit 
they fit upon the more robuft.and ma(culine, part of mankind? 
What indeed.can be more abfurd, than, tojfecia.huge fellow 
with the make,of a porter, and fit to mount,the.ttage asia 
champion at Browghion’s Amphitheatre, fittiag, to. varnith his 
broad face with paint and Benjamin-wath? For my part. 
never fee a great looby aiming at delicateff2, but it feems as 
ftrange and uncouth a figure as Achil'es in petticoats, This 
folly is alfo to ‘be particularly condemned, when itappears in 
the more folemn characters of life, to which a gravity of ap- 
pearance is effential ; and in which the leaft marks of fop- 
pery feem as improper, asa phyfician would: feem ridiculous 
prefcribing in a bag-wig, or a ferjeant pleading at the King’s 
Bench in his own hair inftead of a night-cap periwig. “As I 
think an inftance or two of this kind would fhew this folly 
in the moft ftriking light, I fhall here fubjoin two charaéters, 
in whom as it is moft improper, it will confequently appear 


moft ridiculous. 


Joun HarpMawn is upwards of fix feet high, and ftout 
enough to beat two of the fturdieft chairmen that ever came 
out of Ireland. Nature indeed f{eems to have intended fohbu 
himfelf to carry a chair, but fortune has enabled him to appear 
in whatever character he likes beft, and he has wifely difcover- 
ed, that none will fit fo eafy on him as that of a pretty fellow. 
It is therefore his ftudy to new-mould his face, and perfon: 
He throws his goggle eyes into leers, languifhes and ogles ; 
and endeavours to draw up his hideous mouth, that extends 
from one ear to the other, into a fimper. His voice, which 
is naturally of a deeper bafe than an hurdy-gurdy, is in a 
manner fet to a new tune: and his {peech, which is very 
much tinétured with the broad dialect of a particular county, 
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is delivered with fo much nicety and gentlenefs, that every 
word is minced and clipt in order to appear foft and delicate. 
When he walks, he endeavours to move his unwieldy figure 
along in the pert trip, or eafy fhambling pace of our pretty 
fellows; and commonly carries a thin jemmy ftick in his hand, 
which naturally reminds us of Hercules witha diftaff, 


THE Reverend Mr, Jessamy, (who took orders only 
becaufe there was a good living in the family,) is known 
among the ladies by the name of the Beau-Parfon, He is in- 
deed the moft delicate creature imaginable ; and differs fo 
much from the generality of the clergy, that I believe the very 
fight of a plumb-pudding would make him fwoon. Out of 
his Canonicals, his conftant drefs is what they call Parfon’s- 
Blue, lined with white; a black fattin waiftcoat, velvet 
breeches, and filk ftockings: his pumps are of dog-fkin made 
by Tull ; and it is faid that he had a joint of one of his toes 
cut off, whofe length being out of all proportion, prevented 
his having a handfome foot. His very grizzle is {carce ortho- 
dox: for, though it would be open fchifm to wear a bag, 
yet his wig has always a bag-front, and is properly cropped 
behind, that it may not eclipfe the luftre of his diamond ftock- 
buckle. He cannot bear the thoughts of being fea-fick ; 
or elfe he declares he would certainly go abroad, where he 
might again refume his laced cloaths, and appear like 2 
gentleman in a bag-wig, and fword. 
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